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Circumferential transportation projects 
were the topic of this yearôs UTC Fall 
Symposium, and the focus on corridors 
that connect and circumvent traditional 
radial patterns brought a diverse col-
lection of transit, highway and gov-
ernment ofý cials to UICôs campus. 

The symposium packed a crowd of 
more than 100 people into the Student 
Services Building. Entitled ñCircumfer-
ential Transportation Systems: Meeting 
the Needs of the Future?ò, the program 
asked a question that was answered with 
a resounding ñyesò by most of the guest 
panelists, including keynote speaker Kirk 
Brown, former Secretary of Transporta-
tion for the state of Illinois.  

Brownôs speech addressed congestion in 
the Chicago region, sizing up its severity 
and how it compares to other metropoli-
tan regions in  light of a recent report on 
urban mobility. Brown stressed the need 
for increased transportation infrastruc-
ture funding, and consistently returned 
to the idea of the need for a complete 
transportation ñsystemò ð which would 
include additional work on many of the 
existing and proposed circumferential 
projects in the region. 

Brownôs keynote address followed a morn-
ing of discussion on the need for circumfer-
entials, and the transit and highway projects 
that are attempting to serve those needs. 
The assembled panelists addressed past 
efforts ð including a history of circumfer-
ential roads by former Associate Executive 
Director  of CATS Andrew Plummer ð as 
well as visions of the future.

Figuring prominently in the program 
was Metraôs newly proposed STAR 

line, a major new commuter-rail cor-
ridor that would link OôHare Airport 
with Joliet on a trip through the outer 
suburbs. The innovative project concept 
ð which has  become a regional prior-
ity with the proposed OôHare expansion 
ð would utilize a section of the existing 
EJ&E right-of-way, which was ý ttingly 
enough built long ago as a freight-rail 
bypass of Chicagoôs urban area. Now 
that urban development has spread west, 
the right-of-way lies along a corridor that 
connects portions of large urban agglom-
erations such as Joliet, Naperville, Aurora, 
Schaumburg and Hoffman Estates. Not 
only would the line provide transit access 
to OôHare and accommodate suburb-to-
suburb trips, it would also connect many 
of Metraôs existing radial lines. 

A mayor of one of the towns along the pro-
posed line ð Michael Fortner from the city 
of West Chicago ð was on hand to tout the 
positive impact of rail transit on his com-
munity and others. In addition, Stephen 
Friedman, president of S.B. Friedman & 
Co., detailed his companyôs study of the di-
verse set of towns lying along the EJ&E. 

Circumferential transportation takes a trip 
around UTCõs Fall Symposium

Former Illinois Secretary of Former Illinois Secretary of 
Transportation Kirk Brown addresses 
attendees at the UTC Fall Symposium
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Directorõs Message  

As we closed out the 2002-2003 aca-
demic year and assembled our annual 
report it was good to take stock of our 
accomplishments:

10 papers published or scheduled for 
publication in refereed journals
13 papers published in refereed con-
ference proceedings
35 other presentations
16 masters students graduated 
8 student awards
23 new proposals were submitted 

during 2002-2003, 15 con-
tracts were awarded (two 
of which were proposals 
submitted during the pre-
ceding year). The successful 
proposals totalled approxi-
mately $2.3 million.

I was impressed! It was not 
so much the numbers but the 
fact that a team of dedicated 
faculty afý liates, staff and 
students, accomplished this.  
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to UTC suc-
cesses. 

We interspersed the research and tradi-
tional teaching with seminars, webinars, 
symposia and visitors. We also had some 
fun! At UTC we are always eager to cel-
ebrate a birthday, a betrothal, a new addi-
tion to a family or an accomplishment.

In July UTC hosted a retirement celebra-
tion for David Boyce (see page 4). David 
served as director of the Urban Transpor-
tation Center from 1988 to 1995. Dean 
Englund from Parsons Brinckerhoff and 
formerly of CATS joined former students 
Bin Ran from the University of Wis-
consin-Madison and Bruce Janson from 
the University of Colorado at Denver 
to take a look at Davidôs contributions 
and impact on the transportation profes-
sion. It was a ý tting way to honor his 
contributions, while recognizing the fact 
that there is still plenty of research to be 
done! We look forward to continuing to 
work with David in his new capacity as 
Professor Emeritus.

In July, we also had an organizational 
change.  The Great Cities Urban Data 
Visualization Laboratory and Program 
(UDV) became linked to the Urban 
Transportation Center. Laxmi Rama-
subramanian continues to serve as 
Acting Director while Professor Mi-
chael Shiffer continues his leave at the 
Chicago Transit Authority.  This ratio-
nalization of these administration units 
was logical given the close working 
relationships that UDV has developed 

with UTC. 

In August we were joined 
by two new faculty in 
Civil and Materials Engi-
neering. Dr. Jane Lin was 
a Post Doctoral Associate 
at Harvard University 
Center for the Environ-
ment. She holds a PhD 
from University of Cali-
fornia at Davis and works 
on problems related to 
transportation and the 
environment. Dr. Kou-
ros Mohammadian was
an Assistant Professor at 

California State University, Sacramen-
to. He holds a PhD from the Univer-
sity of Toronto. His research interests 
include demand modeling and trafý c 
engineering. Welcome!

Finally in September, we welcomed 
Professor Jaisung Choi as a visiting 
scholar from the University of Seoul, 
Korea. His research interests are in 
highway engineering, highway capac-
ity analysis, trafý c þ ow analysis and 
safety. Welcome!

We have also added 12 new research 
assistants. For the ý rst time we have 
two research assistants from the Pub-
lic Administration program. We have 
three new PhD students including two 
Distinguished Scholars ð Daisuke 
Mizusawa and Gidon Berman. 

We are all looking forward to a pro-
ductive and intellectually stimulating 
academic year!
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